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READ 1 JOHN 4:7 DAY

Where does love come from? That's right. This verse says that love comes from God. In fact, you only know

how to love because God first loved you. Before your mom or dad, before your grandparents or siblings and
before your best friend, God loved you first.

This month, we're talking about compassion—caring enough to do something about someone else’s need.
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, God's greatest gift to us, we'll learn how God showed us his love in a very
real way. God's love isn't based on what you do or don’t do. He loves you no matter what! You don’t have

to earn it. You don’t have to perform or act a certain way to receive it. God simply loves you because he
chooses to.

Find a piece of construction paper or poster board and cut it in half lengthwise. Take one of the pieces, fold it
in half and then fold it in half again to create four sections. In the first section, draw a heart. Underneath the
heart, write today’s verse. Hold on to this page to add to it this week.

THANK God for choosing to love you first, just because.

DAY 2
READ 1 JOHN 4:9

into the
God loves you. And because of God's love for us, he gave. QOver 2,000 yearshago,aGbc:)clJJ tsggtd J:;(ljj; (]enlived s
ldasa babg'/ That little baby grew up, like you are growing up. He taughF otl er;s1 ST p
Wor;pletely per%ect sinless life. And at the end of his time on earth, he willingly cho
co , .

pay the price for your sin.

s to the world that first Christmas, our sin no longer separates us from God

Because God chose to send Jesu o sepa e e

i u
when we choose to believe in Him. Isn’t that amazing? God loved us first so we co
too.

what Jesus did for us in the second section. When

i to show .
el R e e cross in section two. Underneath the cross, write

finished, draw an arrow from the heartin section one to th
today's verse.

THANK God for showing you compassion.
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READ 1 JOHN 4:10

i i — ing his

God's love for us was proven in one amazing act égr::;rgﬁed?

only son to rescue us. Did you know you needed to L

It's true. The wrong things that we do sEeSparaLe ugsave i

. God LOVES us, he '

erfect God. But because _ o

?ZSUE took the punishment for our sin to rescueduls);(?Nti?s s
can choose to have a relationship with God an

forever in heaven one day. IOVed You ﬁrst

In the third panel of your page from.th1s weell<, draweausghcgrﬁggiﬁ HOW WIH YOH Iove others?
nd decorate it to look like you! Write today's vers e &

: elf-portrait. Then draw an arrow from the cros e

o Sd segtion to the stick figure in the third. God sent Je_su;t?

iﬁgoer;rth to pay the price for YOUR sin. Pretty awesome right:

LOOK for ways to show God'’s love to others this week.

READ 1 JOHN 4:11 DAY 4

When Jesus was born all those

little baby would grow up and give his own life to save t
compassion to a dark, sinful world by sacrificing his own

years ago, the people who witnessed his birth had NO idea that one day this

hem. But God did. It was his plan all along to show
son. That's what real love is.

Loving others in a compassionate way usually requires some sacrifice. We may need to give up some of our

time to help someone. We might let go of some of our things to give them to others in need. We may even
share our food with someone who's hungry.

God had compassion for us. And becaus

e God did that, we can show compassion to others. And when we do
that, it can point others back to God. Go

d loved you first. How will you love others?

In the fourth panel, draw several stick figures and then write today’s verse underneath them. The stick figures
you've drawn represent all the people

you should show love to. Now draw an arrow from the third panel to
the fourth.

KNOW that God loved you first so you can show love to others.
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READ 1 PETER 3:8

What is.love? Love is more than a feeling. It's DOING
sorpethmg. When you show compassion, it's an
action. To say you care about someone else but then
do nothing to help isn’t showing real love.

Compassion is caring enough to DO something
_about someone else’s need. That's what this week
is all about. God saw our greatest need and he did
something about it! That's why he sent the angel to
Mary to tell her about Jesus coming arrival!

In the word search to the right, find the words from

today’s verse. W

Worb Bani:

THANK cod for sending Jesus to meet our Agree Kind
greatest needs. Understand Tender
Love Humble

READ 1 JOHN 3:17 DAY 2

When a crime occurs, what do the police look for to solve the case and catch the bad guy? That's right.

ene. They find out if there a surveillance video that captured

Evidence! They look for fingerprints at the sc
f the suspect. The more

what happened, and they try to find witnesses that could give a good description o
evidence, the better chance they have of solving the case.

So how can the people around you see that you love and follow God? It's by your actions. Is there evidence of
your love for God in the way you live? When you see the needs around you and roll up your sleeves to help,
it's like leaving, evidence of your compassion. You make a difference when you see a need and help.

Think about one thing you did this week to show compassion. Whose needs did you see and how did you

meet them in a real way?

ASK God help you meet the needs of the people around you this week.
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READ PROVERBS 17:17 DAY 3

u love others and show compassion? That's right—at ALL times.
u think others will notice AND when no one else is
deal AND when it is. When it's your last fifty cents
ient AND when it's the last thing

According to this verse, when should yo
When you feel like it AND when you don't. When yo
around to see what you've done. When it's not a big
AND when you have a wallet full of allowance money. When it's conven
you have time for. A friend loves at ALL times. No excuses.

On the blank lines below, write down one person that you typically see during that time. For instance, the
7 am slot would probably be someone in your family.

Next to each person’s name, think of one way you can love that person during that time. Challenge
yourself to follow through and show compassion to that person tomorrow.

7 am

9am

noon
3 pm
6 pm

LOOK for ways to show compassion to the people on this list tomorrow.

READ HEBREWS 10:24 DAY 4

Wh 3 1
abozijttciig)ssflt mean to consider something? It means to think
ot yOe orehadnd. It means to take some time on your own
ur mind around how you co
1 uld help som
before you actually do the helping part. ; =g

Wh?crjust a minute, think about one person in your world

iy helpor'rc]f;eeyé rt(;altly needd? How could you show compassion.
at need? How could you stir the

and help? Set a timer for 30 seconds and think. Whn;ntgoll?’\:g

finished, write dow :
' n three things you co
uld do
them to show compassion to others. gD

ASK God to help you show compassion to others.

T IT*Vl E 252 HOME ©2015 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved.




<

b A

v

y V¥
v '
¥

<<<<<c<<
CCCCCCes

¥ ¥ ¥ v
VYV VVVV VVWWY VW Y

ing enough to d
Canari)goﬁt so%nheone. |

<

READ JOHN 3:16 DAY1

What is the best gift you've ever received? Is it something you asked for or something that came as a total
surprise? Think back to the moment when you opened the package. What did you do?

God loves us. So he did what loving people do, He gave. But his gift wasn't something you could wrap up in
Paper and ribbons. In fact, his gift wasn't an “it.” It was a WHO. God sent Jesus to the earth on that very first

Christmas as a gift to you and to me. God gave us the greatest gift. He gave us Jesus. So the question is, what
will you give?

Grab a piece of paper and write out the words of this verse. But write the following words in big block or
bubble letters: loved, gave, Son, Anyone, believes, eternal life. Draw a different design inside each of the
block letters. For instance you might draw horizontal or vertical stripes in the letters of the word ‘loved’ or

zig zag lines or polka dots inside the word “gave.” When you're done, hang this somewhere you will see it a
lot this week to remind you of the greatest gift.

THANK God for giving you the greatest gift ever — Jesus!

DAY 2

ause and effect. The cause of giving him a
ff. And each effect is more ridiculous than

READ ROMANS 6:23

The book If You Give a Mouse a Cookie is based on the idea of 'f
cookie, leads to the effect of giving up a whole bunch of other stu

the next.

i i ither b
There is a cause and effect relationship when it comes to our sin. When you do st?metbhimgrv;/]rg:lg;;lau yolJyr
disobeying, or being unkind, the effect is being separated from God. No matter how Dig

sin may feel, the effect is always the same.

iri ided to

That's why Jesus’ birth is such an amazing gift. Instead of requiring us to fix therrdogleC:?%oGrc;c(l)rcrl]ziLiﬁg 2

adSJesuZ to pay the price for us. We did not earn this gift and we can never pay Go ad o
SBTE But we can show compassion to others by being willing to give when we see a needq, ]

to us. Even if it's your last cookie.

ASK God to help you see ways you can give to others this week.
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READ ROMANS 5:8 DAY 3

assion for you?
do you know that God has comp
|I;!:e)\cNauseyof Christmas! God sent Jesus e:s a babyS ;cl)vgrso:;
idn’ t us to clean our
is love for us. He didn‘t expec :
:]rfd ?ry to make things right. God sent Elesus \d/vh1lse\A:Ji -
were still separated from Him by our sin. God ga

greatest gift when he gave us Jesus. \?_ o
Make an ornament for your Christmas tree to help you ( ;-

remember God's gift! gaVe us ﬂ]
Cut out a heart shape from a piece of paper. Write W at

>

o=

© greatest gift.
will yoy give%l

Romans 5:8 on the front of the hear}t1 alnd' Uiﬁegfgr;or
2 ( -
r varn to decorate it. Punch a hole1
Elauneg?ng Run a piece of string through the top and hang
on your Christmas tree.

LOOK at your ornament this week and ask yourself,
what can | give?

READ EPHESIANS 2:8

What's your favorite thing about Christmas? It's easy to get caught up in all the stuff and completely miss

what Christmas is truly all about. Lights and cookies and stockings are awesome, but Christmas is about
a baby, born in a stable over 2,000 vears ago. Christmas is about Jesus.

DAY 4

God sent Jesus to earth that first Christmas to rescue us from our sin. But it's not en
his birth. This gift—the gift of Jesus—has to b

you by BELIEVING in Jesus. First, admit that yo
God that you believe he sent Jesus to
with him forever in heaven.

ough to know about
e received. You can make a choice to accept God’s gift to

u sin and that your sin separates you from God. Then, tell
pay the price for your sin so you can have a relationship and live

Have you accepted God's gift by faith? Wha

t questions do you have? Read toda
and talk about what it means to believe in ]

y's verse with a grown up
esus and accept him as your Savior.

KNOW that you accept God's gift to you by believing in Jesus.

: i d.
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READ LUKE 2:8-15 DAY

Your mom or dad stay up to date with what's happening in the world in lots of different ways. Maybe they
read in the paper or the Internet or watch the news on TV to keep up with what's going on in the world.

The night that Jesus was born, there were no newspapers or reporters or headlines. But that doesn’t mean
that people didn't hear about his birth! God sent a whole chorus of angels to announce Jesus'’ birth to the
shepherds tending their sheep outside of Bethlehem. When they heard the news, the shepherds quickly ran
to see this Savior for themselves. God announced this most important arrival to the least important people
around-a group of lowly working shepherds. Know why? Because the news of Jesus arrival was for everyone!

Pretend you were on the scene as a reporter on the night Jesus was born. Grab a piece of paper and create a

headline announcing the birth of Jesus. Come up with an eye-catching title and write up a news story about
Jesus’ birth.

THANK God for the great news of Jesus birth!

READ ROMANS 10:13-14 DAY 2

i ?
How did you first learn about the true meaning of Christmas? Do you remembe?r who first tqlci yer;e\gl:Z
it your mom or dad or grandparents or a small group leader or teacher at church? At some point, s

shared the good news with you about Jesus’ birth.

Did you know people have been sharing that good news for over 2,000 years?fThat’s whallé :;)!d/gz; \éirriea ;)so::]lt
g ievei i i ifice on the cross for you un
t. You can’t believe in Jesus or accept the gift (.)f'h]S sacri
;bzl:\d the people in your world might just be waiting on you to sh_are that g;)od news. God gave us great
néws. Someone once told you all about it. So the question is, who will you tell:

Fill the blanks of today’s verse below.

“Scripture says, ' who on the name of the Lord will be ."How
’ in hi in

can they on him unless they in him? How can they

about him? How can they about him unless someone

him unless they
to them?

AS K God to show you the people around you that need to hear this good news.
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READ MATTHEW 28:19 DAY 3

After Jesus had finished his work on earth, after he'd suffered on the cross to pay the price for our sin,

he appeared to his disciples. He was alive! He appeared to them and spoke these words, “Go and make
disciples of all nations.” Jesus wanted EVERYONE to hear about what He had done to save them.

Grab a globe or world map. You can ask a grown up to look one up online. Close your eyes and point to
a place on the map. Open your eyes and read the name of the country you've landed on. Do you know
anything about this place? Do the people that live there know about how much God loves them? Ask a
grown up to help you do some research to figure out if there are people serving God in that country.

Take a few minutes to brainstorm some tangible ways you can get involved in sharing the good news

of Jesus in that particular nation. Spend some time today praying for the people there—that they would
hear the good news about Jesus in their own language.

LO O K for ways to talk about Jesus this week.

Y4
READ PSALM 96:3 DA

talked about how the good’
everyone. But the news about ?esm\Jso
otherside of the world.|t'sats

come in contact with everyday-
at needs t0 hear about the true

i i e bus?
£ Christmas? 1 it the kid you sit next to on th

Yesterday We looked ata map and
news about
birthisn't just
good news for the people you
Can you think of someon€ th
meaning O _
|s it the buddy you play wi
own family?

th afterschool? 1S it someone inyour

jonto |
that one BIG way you can show comg?ewigow
he person you're thinking abogt is to mgkfeﬁ:xrj\:je = geating
I pt Jesus? You do this by being 3 good 11 Vit‘i e
e the w-ay you want to be treated, by 1N
them

i G them
church and when you have an opportunity, by TELLIN

KN OW that God is with you when you share the good

news about Jesus.

Did you know
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