
WEEK

ONEPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: ROMANS 5:6-9
This month is all about peace, proving you care more about others than 

winning an argument. But peace is only possible because of God. Instead of 
making us pay for all the wrongs things we’ve done, God sent His only son, 

Jesus, to pay the price for our sins. Sin covers everything from disobeying your parents, to telling a 
lie, to thinking mean thoughts about someone that hurts you. And the REALLY bad thing about sin is 
that it makes us an enemy of God.

But God doesn’t expect us to clean ourselves up or to stop sinning before we can have a relationship 
with Him. He knew that even if we tried really hard, we could never be perfect and fix that relationship 
ourselves. While we were still enemies of God, He made a way for peace. 

Pull out a piece of paper. Think through your day yesterday and write down every wrong thing you 
did, even times when you thought something unkind or disrespectful. Now take a moment and read 
through it. Doesn’t make you feel good about yourself does it?  Probably not, but it does help you 
understand why you need Jesus. What’s awesome is that when we believe in Jesus, God wipes all of 
that away and forgives us. Jesus died for all those things you listed to make peace with God. 

THANK God for sending Jesus to prove he cares for us.

DAY 1
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READ: COLOSSIANS 1:20-21
God loves us so much that He wants a relationship with us. But because God is perfect, only perfect 
people can be with Him. Our sin—remember all of those things we listed yesterday?—separates us 
from Him. In order to fix this big problem, God sent Jesus—who is perfect—to pay the price for our 
sin. When God sent us Jesus, He proved He cared for us.

Let’s do a little science experiment. Gather the following: a small soft drink bottle, water, food 
coloring, and vegetable oil. Add a few drops of food coloring to the water. Pour about 2 tablespoons 
of the colored water and 2 tablespoons of the oil in the soft drink bottle. Screw the lid on tight and 
shake the bottle as hard as you can. Put the bottle on the table and wait five minutes. Now, take a 
look. The oil and water should be separated from one another. This is a picture of our relationship 
with God because of our sin. Thankfully, this experiment isn’t over yet, but you’re gonna have to 
wait. Keep the bottle on your kitchen counter. You’ll finish this experiment tomorrow!

ASK God to help you understand just how important God’s gift of Jesus is for you.

DAY 2



WEEK

ONEPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: ISAIAH 53:4-5
If you’re not already, head back to where you did your science experiment 

yesterday. Let’s do a quick recap: the water represents God and the oil 
represents us. Take a look at your bottle. Are the two liquids still separated? 

What do we need to do to fix that?

Grab some dish-washing liquid and pour a couple of drops into the bottle. (You might want to ask an 
adult to help you.) Now shake the bottle again. What happened to the two liquids? Are they mixed 
together?

Pretty amazing, huh? This is a picture of what God has done for us. When we were still separated 
from God, He sent Jesus to take the punishment on the cross for our sin. He died, was buried, and 
then rose again on the third day to forever fix the broken relationship between God and people. 
God’s love for us made a way for our sin problem was taken care of once and for all. God proved just 
how much he loved us by sending Jesus to make a way for peace. 

LOOK for ways to thank God for sending Jesus to prove He cared for you.

DAY 3
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READ: JOHN 16:33
Take a moment and think of some things that happen in the world that make you sad. Maybe someone 
you know is sick. Or maybe a friend at school is angry with you. Or maybe you saw something on TV 
or the Internet that was scary. When those bad things happen, it’s easy to say, “God, where are you? 
Can’t you fix this?”

The truth is He already has. Like we’ve learned this week, Jesus made a way for us to have a relationship 
with God. But the world is still broken. People still make unwise choices. And unfortunately bad 
things will happen. But that doesn’t mean God isn’t there. God is still in control. Jesus has won the 
battle over sin. And the Bible tells us that God has promised to make everything right. Someday He 
will, but until then we can rest in the pxeace that only He can give. 

Grab some construction paper in two different colors to create a medal. Cut a circle out of one color 
and streamers out of the other. Inside the circle write the words, “GOD WINS!” Glue the streamers to 
the back of the circle to create your medal. Place this somewhere in your room where you can see 
it this month.

KNOW that even when bad things happen, God wins in the end.

DAY 4

WHEN GOD SENT US JESUS, 
HE PROVED HE CARED FOR US.



WEEK

TWOPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: 1 PETER 3:9
Have you ever borrowed money from someone? Let’s say you borrow a 

dollar from your buddy for ice cream. What do you owe him? You guess it. 
One dollar. And once you pay it back, you’d be even. Easy, right?

In relationships though, it’s not that easy. When someone hurts you, paying them back by hurting 
them doesn’t make it even. In fact, it usually just makes the problem worse. 

But, what if, instead of “paying someone back” you offered something even better? What if you 
simply chose to walk away? What if, instead of getting even, you chose to bring peace?

Pull out a quarter from your piggy bank. Carry the quarter in your pocket this week as a reminder to 
payback others in kindness and to be a peacemaker this week.

THANK God for reminding you payback others with peace this week.

DAY 1
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READ: LEVITICUS 19:18
Circle the right answer: Who is your neighbor? 

 a. the kid next door 
 b. the kid sitting next to you in math class 
 c. the one sitting beside you at lunch
 d. the kid behind you in line 
 e. all of the above 

Yeah. It was sort of a trick question. If you answered, “e. all of the above” you’d be correct! Everyone 
is your neighbor, even the people who aren’t at peace with you. And we’re supposed to love our 
neighbors as what? Ourselves. So, as much as you care about yourself, well, that’s supposed to be 
equal to how much you care about and think about OTHERS. 

 Read the scenarios below. See if you can think of some ways to love your neighbor as yourself in 
these situations.
 •  The kid next door borrows your favorite football and returns it flat.
 •  One of the players on your team steals the ball and scores a basket.
 •  The kid sitting next to you starts goofing off during journal time and the teacher calls you 

out even though you were quietly working.
 •  Your neighbor at the lunch table only has a sandwich in his lunch bag. He looks like he’s still 

hungry when he finishes it.

ASK God to help you treat everyone as you would want to be treated this week.

DAY 2
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TWOPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: MATTHEW 5:9
Have you ever seen a picture of a family member and thought you looked a 

little like them? Maybe you’ve got your mom’s blue eyes or maybe you have 
a deep cleft in your chin like your dad. Because you are their son or daughter, 

it would make sense that you look or act like they do.

You are also made in the image of God. Sure, you can’t do everything He does, like make a mountain 
appear out of nowhere or create the world in six days. But you can love and forgive and feel and 
think all because God made you to be like Him. You have His fingerprints all over you. And when you 
choose to bring peace to a situation, you look exactly like God’s son or daughter! You show others 
you belong to Him by the way you treat them. We look most like God when we choose peace. 

Think back over the last few weeks. When were times that the image of God shined through you? 
Maybe you forgave someone who hurt you, or showed kindness to a kid who was being picked on. 
Write a Thank You note to God for creating you in His image. 

LOOK for ways to show peace this week so you can be called sons and daughters of God. 

DAY 3
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READ: ROMANS 12:19-21
Enemy is a strong word. In fact, if someone asked you who your enemies are, it would probably be 
hard to come up with an answer. And don’t worry, that’s definitely not a bad thing. Choosing peace 
and friendship is always the wise choice. But what about when someone hurts you? Wouldn’t it 
make sense to pay back wrong for wrong?

Take a minute to read those verses again. God says, “I am the one who judges people.” That means 
that paybacks fall into God’s lap, not ours. When someone hurts you, here’s something important 
to remember: you will never be able to control what someone else does, but you always have the 
choice to respond with kindness and bring peace.

In the box below, write down some specific ways you can “love your enemy.” 

KNOW that God loves it when we leave the judging to Him and choose to love others instead.

DAY 4

PROVE YOU CARE ABOUT OTHERS 
BY WALKING AWAY FROM A FIGHT.
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READ: GENESIS 33:3-4
Do you have brothers or sisters? What about a cousin you see a lot or a 

friend in your neighborhood? Has that sister or brother or cousin or friend 
ever done something that you thought was unfair or did something that made  

              you mad? 

We always want things to be fair when we’re hurt. At times we think if someone takes something of 
ours, it’s only fair that we should take something of theirs. If someone is mean, fair says we should 
be mean right back. But none of those “fair” solutions lead to peace. Instead, we should prove we 
care about others by letting go of what’s fair.

Esau had every right to be mad and hold a grudge after what his brother Jacob had done. But instead, 
he chose peace. Esau forgave Jacob, knowing that their relationship was way more important than 
making sure things were “fair”. 

Is there a friend or sibling you need to make peace with? How can you start to forgive them today?

THANK God for the relationships you have and commit to letting go of what’s fair.

DAY 1
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READ: ROMANS 12:18
Did you read that verse? Take a moment and read it again. It says, “live in peace with everyone.” 
Really? Everyone? But what about all those kids you know who seem like they’re never kind to 
anyone?

This verse says, “if possible, live in peace with everyone.” That means that we should do everything 
we can to live in peace with others. 

You might not be able to control what someone else does, but you can always choose to respond in 
a way that brings peace. 

In most cases, it might mean letting go of what’s fair. If someone hurts you, the fair thing would be 
to hurt them back. The fair thing would be to make them pay. But letting go of what’s “fair” might 
mean that you walk away instead or choose to forgive. As much as you can, you should seek peace.

Ask a grown up to tell you about a time when they let go of what was fair in order to find peace. What 
happened? What did they learn about peace?

ASK God to help you pursue peace with everyone.

DAY 2



WEEK

THREEPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: ROMANS 14:19
One way to live in peace is to encourage the people around you and build 

them up. You have opportunities to do that everyday. You could build 
someone up by choosing to be kind or by listening or by letting someone else 

go first or putting their needs above your own. Maybe building someone up means telling them how 
important they are to you or how thankful you are for them. The truth is, it’s easy to tear someone 
down with our words or actions. But if we want to be peacemakers, we need to be more focused on 
building others up.

Find a set of blocks or plastic cups. Use them to practice building a tower. Then knock the tower 
down. Which was easier: building the tower up or knocking it down? Think about three people that 
you see almost everyday (they could be family or friends). Make a plan to use your words to build 
them up this week.

LOOK for ways to build others up this week.

DAY 3
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READ: PSALM 34:14
Think about a time when you lost something really important to you. What did you do? Do you say, 
“oh well, I guess there’s no point in looking. It’s probably gone forever.” NO way! 

You probably tore your house apart trying to find it! You dug through drawers, you crawled under 
beds, you retraced your steps to check every place you had been.

It comes down to this: in order to find something, you have to look for it.

The same is true for finding peace in our relationships. We have to look for ways to bring peace. In 
other words, we have to be intentional about seeking peace. It doesn’t just happen on it’s own.

Grab a couple of pipe cleaners to create some crazy glasses. With one pipe cleaner, form the right 
eye and earpiece. With the other pipe cleaner, form the left eye and earpiece and twist the two 
pieces together. Wear them to a family meal this week and if your mom or dad asks what they are 
for, tell them you’re on a mission in search of peace this week.

KNOW that God loves it when we search for peace in our relationships.

DAY 4

PROVE YOU CARE ABOUT OTHERS 
BY LETTING GO OF “WHAT’S FAIR.”
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READ: MATTHEW 5:23-24
When you have an argument or fight with someone or when another person 

hurts you or when you’re in the wrong, peace is hard to find. In fact, when 
we’re the person that’s hurting, the last thing we feel like doing is making 

things right. And when you’re the one that caused the problem in the first place, it’s even harder to 
admit it and ask for forgiveness in order to bring peace.

But that’s exactly what we’re supposed to do. In fact, we need to try to make things right before we 
worship God. He wants us to do that so we come to worship Him with peaceful hearts and minds. 
That might seem crazy but he wants us to live in peace and make things right with others first.

Is there someone you need to forgive or someone that needs to forgive you? Make a plan to do 
whatever you can to seek peace before today is done.

THANK God for reminding you to seek peace before worshipping Him.

DAY 1
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READ: I SAMUEL 25:32-33
Do you remember this story from church this week? If not, look up 1 Samuel 25:1-35 and take a 
moment to review it. Abigail definitely used some quick thinking to make things right. And because 
she took steps to seek forgiveness, her family was saved from certain death. Abigail knew that David 
was angry and that her husband Nabal was the cause. She did everything she could to bring peace 
and be part of the solution.

When you are in the wrong, what is the first thing you should do? Well, think about what you would 
hope the other person would do for you. Chances are you would want them to ask for forgiveness 
and care about you enough to make things right.

Grab a piece of paper and pen. Set a timer for 2 minutes and write down ways you can make peace if 
you hurt someone this week. After you’re done, take a look at your list. Circle your top three choices 
and remember to follow through with them this week.

ASK God to help you be part of the solution to bring peace this week.

DAY 2
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FOURPROVING YOU CARE MORE ABOUT EACH
OTHER THAN WINNING AN ARGUMENT

READ: PROVERBS 17:1
Have you ever been so mad at your brother or sister or mom or dad that you 

couldn’t even talk to them? Did you say something mean? Did you storm out 
of the room and slam the door behind you? Did you purposely do things to  

              annoy them?

Sometimes the people we live with, the one’s who know us best, can drive us the most crazy. And 
sometimes it seems almost impossible to always live in peace with your siblings and parents. But 
guess what? Even though it might seem impossible, God still calls us to be peacemakers. In fact, a 
peaceful home with one small loaf of bread for dinner is BETTER than a huge feast surrounded by 
fighting family members. 

At your next family meal, have everyone go around the table and share how they can be peacemakers 
this week. What is one thing they will each promise to do to be part of the solution to bring peace 
in your home this week?

LOOK for ways to bring peace in your own family this week.

DAY 3
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READ: PROVERBS 17:14
Dams are built to help store water for irrigation, provide 
drinking water or electricity or to help control flooding. What 
do you think happens if the dam gets a crack in it? Water could 
start to pour out. And that crack could potentially destroy the 
whole dam. A little crack could become a really big problem.

The same is true in our relationships. When we fight or 
hurt others, it’s like a tiny crack in the side of a dam. If you 
keep fighting, pretty soon, the little crack can become a BIG 
problem. It’s better to stop a fight and become part of the 
solution. That way a little crack has no chance of forming in the first place.

Find a plastic baggie and fill it with water in the kitchen sink. Seal it and turn it upside down. Notice 
how it holds the water like a dam holds back water. Now, empty the baggie and poke a hole in it. Try 
to fill it again. How’s it doing at holding that water back? Not so well, huh? This is the same thing that 
happens in our relationships when we argue.

KNOW that we can protect relationships by stopping arguments BEFORE they start.

DAY 4

PROVE YOU CARE ABOUT OTHERS 
BY BEING PART OF THE SOLUTION.
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